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Well, I certainly do not agree with that view and I believe neither do you. I believe a better explanation is found in Craig Dilworth’s Too Smart For Our Own Good: The Ecological Predicament of Humankind. Dilworth is, unlike your humble self, one of those top-down thinkers. He is a philosopher, like Gray, but unlike Gray he really knows his science. I would say that Dilworth has even made an important contribution to science with his “vicious circle principle.” I am going to let the good professor from Uppsala, Sweden speak for himself:

“According to the vicious circle principle (VCP) the evolution of humans generally, and the development of Homo sapiens in particular, differ from what is the case for other species in that we are the only species to develop technology. Paradagmatically this development occurs in a situation of scarcity, and turns that situation into one of surplus. This surplus allows the human population to grow until it runs into the problem of scarcity again. And then, in certain cases, a new form of technology is invented/discovered, and the scarcity is once again transformed into a surplus, with subsequent population growth. And so on. This explains, among other things, why the human population has constantly grown, while the populations of all other species vacillate about a mean.”

So we are stuck doing the same thing over and over but each time doing it bigger and more destructively. Dave I am going to go out on a limb and say for me you are Alfred Russel Wallace to Dilworth’s Charles Darwin. Or maybe it is the other way around? All I do know is you do your bottom-up stuff and Dilworth has his big theory and you two are like a match made in heaven. I am going to end with some links to Dilworth on the web:
http://www.scienceforums.net/topic/53100-the-vicious-circle-principle-of-the-development-of-humankind/
and

http://montreal.degrowth.org/downloads/papers/K074_Dilworth.pdf.
Plus a review:

http://www.compassionatespirit.com/wpblog/2012/04/20/too-smart-for-our-own-good/.

As we say here in Hawai’i nei: A hui hou ... 
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