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This review is of: Too Smart for our Own Good: The Ecological Predicament of Humankind (Paperback), by Craig Dilworth
Too Smart by Craig Dilworth is one of the few books willing to stand up and say what needs to be said about sustainability: Due to human nature, the transition to a sustainable economy will be enormously difficult at best. Such a transition is going to require a drastic limitation of human population, and a complete end to the mining of metals and to the use of fossil fuels. Change on this level in a time frame short enough to do any good may well be impossible. Even among environmentalists, far too many are squawking away about “sustainable growth” who should know better.

The book does have weaknesses. If you have no background in college-level biology, you will find it tough going, especially in the early chapters. I would suggest making good use of the glossary provided. Dilworth also makes a good many statements that are frankly incorrect or misleading. The book as a whole could have used more fact-checking and proofreading, I think. However, none of these problems affect Dilworth’s main conclusions. If you are interested in the future of humanity, you owe it to yourself to read this book.

Dilworth does not end on a hopeful note, but I would like to: you never know. Maybe humanity will actually wake up to the reality that there is a cliff ahead and we’d better stop gunning the engine. Maybe we’ll get lucky and something will be done in time.
