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In he 19502, the disinguihed innalogs G. Evchn Hotchinson
was vted 0 give  eminae at the Academy of Natual Siences
in Phildelphia, USA. [ was asked o descrmne the compauibiliy of
i shdes with the Academy’s projector. Slde 1 was (w0 monkeys,
one holding 8 hntecn sl 2 was  depiction of the ont of the
mensrualcyce in Swedish womers slde 3 was asketch of Dodo.
Oter shdesin he group were equally urveled. [coukd ot imagine
o these divece sides might posibly be rehied. When Profesor
Hotchinson gave his eture, [ wondered how [couldhave misced the
bviousconnections eren th dides | had the sme racton vhen
L Bipped thecugh and then read Teo Smar or Our O Good: The
Ecelogical Preicamens of Humankind by Ceag Dilwoh. The book
s 8 most effective undertaking in demonrating the tremendous
sahe of consience ([ically, s kaping together] 3 wed i E. O.
Wilon's 1995 book Conslienc), which dscusis e reconnectons
eneen the dsciplines that areoccucring now and he new insights
theconections provide).

Dilworth's book & an xcepdionally gond read and s ynthesis
of many important components cologicl,ocaland echvological)
hat are commonly treated i obtion rom cach other.Infocmarion
2 provided ina systmati and onderly vay,and the o from one
e 1o the nes 1 aloost scames. The book alo has  wealth of
el erences. The anifying theme i the vicous ik pincipke
(p- 110 “Homankind’s development consists i an acceerating
movement from sinations of scarcicy, to technobogicl ination,
o iocreaied esource avalily, 10 increed conumprion, (0
population growth, t resource deplion, 10 scarcty once agai,
andnon

Aldough huniergaheres drove much ofthe megataoraof theie
erato exinction they did manage t kep thei popultions wibihe
seghon's atying capaciy. They knew the food esources avalale
o them and used sborton, nnciide, sexunl sbiinence, wae nd
make fer of too frequent contact with women (o keep populiton:
rom outgroving theke resoure. Du tothe comparative sbandance
and reat ol e of thie fod, they ppcnly had reater

et and Jongevicy than the agracin cultre that foowed. Les:
il ncqality exised then than i the 215 century. They had few
possssions, more i per person fo sociaaton, and exhibiteda
Strong nseoferiociality and  deaiked knowldge of ertorys
boundaries

Dilmoth coves the patirns f todayin Chapte 6 (. 356 ‘And
sthe vicouscirlcof the e opmentof umankind churn o, and
docs 0 with ver greter momentum duc o the consandy nccasing.
consumption of ol fucsand metls, wih only the tnes san of
cesstanc i the form of thecffors of cnvroniment organiztions
and green politial paries. The icuaon  die nd publ: concemn
s nadequate. Any phn of socieal edivection st b bued on this
intormation

Chupeer 7 (p. 393) ali covers resigance (o change: “The
fundamental problem a3 cepirds o the contnuing exsence o the
uman specics i hat, while we are ‘anartr” than ocher species 1
‘o abiliytodevelop technology, we, ke them,follo the reaction.
plonceing and overshoot peincples when & comes o dealing with
Sinarins of sudden, continoous o rca surplus.In kecping widh
hi, and alo Bhe oher animal, we ae not arsorypially buik 0
25 0 care about coming generatons, oher tha tho with which
we v ditct contac. . .. To react direcdly to oue srrounding:
s bow we instncrively rext e s bl o our Raryotype, just 5
it buil o the karyorypesof other species. And if € were at all
possibl (0 overcome this predikcion, i wouk seem that we, a5 &
prics, wouk have (0 act on the bsi o thatvery nelgence that
has anded s in this siation n the Gt phace. Overcoming our
indtincts with oue intllgence would be a dificul ek o a the
leasts bomerer, s i vident from the fact hat we haven't made the.
leat efoct 1o do 20 despitebeing wllavare of the peoblen for many.
years”

"The book is well wriftn and should be important to anyone
inteested inthe utur o civizaon and Hor 4 i Such bcadeh
and depth i g bookae are
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